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CITY OF FONTANA 
PARKS, COMMUNITY AND HUMAN SERVICES COMMISSION  

REGULAR MEETING 
 

APRIL 25, 2019 
 
The City of Fontana Parks, Community and Human Services Commission and Staff met 
for a workshop at 4:30 p.m. on Thursday, April 25, 2019, in the City Council Chambers, 
8353 Sierra Avenue, Fontana, California, prior to the regular meeting to review the 
agenda, official Commission photograph; discuss dais seating, Commission service area 
assignments, facilities tour update, San Sevaine Park, CIP Overview 2019/2020, and Co-
Sponsorship overview. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 
Present: Chairperson Key, Vice Chairperson Jones, Secretary Ahumada, 

Commissioner Gordon, Commissioner Johnson, Commissioner Quintana, 
and Commissioner Vaquera were present.   

 
Absent: None. 
 
The regular meeting of the City of Fontana Parks, Community and Human Services 
Commission was held on Thursday, April 25, 2019, in the Grover W. Taylor Council 
Chambers, 8353 Sierra Avenue, Fontana, California. The meeting was called to order at 
7:03 p.m. by Chairperson Key, followed by an Invocation given by Pastor Matt Chappell, 
Rock Hill Baptist Church, Fontana and the Pledge of Allegiance led by Commissioner 
Gordon. 
 
Staff: Community Services Director Garth Nelson; Community Services Manager Michael 
Wright; Community Services Manager Daniel Schneider; Community Services Manager 
Kristy Samples; Community Services Supervisor Rob Bock; Community Services 
Supervisor Tiffany Starks; Community Services Coordinator Sergio Barragan; 
Community Services Coordinator Tammy Wilkerson; Resource Budget Officer Lynn 
Rogers; Public Works Manager Dan West; City Clerk Tonia Lewis. 
 
SPECIAL PRESENTATION: 
 
A. May is Older Americans Month - Tiffany Starks 

 
Community Services Supervisor Tiffany Starks spoke on the Older Americans Month 
Proclamation that was issued by the Mayor and City Council on April 23, 2019. 

 
PUBLIC COMMUNICATION: 
 
None. 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR: 
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A. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
Minutes of the February 28, 2019, and March 28, 2019, Parks, Community and Human 
Services Commission Meetings. 

 
B. PUBLIC WORKS OPERATIONS-PARKS AND LANDSCAPE DIVISION  

 
Approve March 2019 activities report. 

 
ACTION: Motion was made by Commissioner Johnson, seconded by Commissioner 
Ahumada, and passed by a vote of 6-0-1 to approve Consent Calendar Items A-B. 
(AYES: Key, Jones, Ahumada, Gordon, Vaquera, Quintana, Johnson; NOES: None; 
EXCEPT ABSTAIN: Commissioner Jones from February 28, 2019; and 
Commissioner Quintana from March 28, 2019.) 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
 
None 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
A. Special Events Update – Rob Bock  

 
Community Services Supervisor Rob Bock provided a report on special events 
conducted in March 2019: 
 
• March 1, 2019, Fontana Car Show, City Hall had over 200 community members 

with 51 classic cars. Mobile Recreation and a jumper were available for the 
children and t-shirts were given out in the raffle. The band Mirage Groove provided 
entertainment. 

 
Community Services Supervisor Rob Bock provided a review of upcoming events as 
follows: 
 
• May 3, 2019, Fontana Car Show, City Hall 
• May 4, 2019, Fontana Days Parade, Sierra Avenue from Arrow to Merrill  
• May 18-19, Relay for Life, Summit High School 

 
Commissioner Jones thanked staff for the report and all their help on events. 

 
Commissioner Jones thanked God for Rob Bock’s 4th birthday. 

 
ACTION: Motion was made by Secretary Vaquera, seconded by Commissioner 
Gordon, and passed by a vote of 7-0 to accept and file the staff report. (AYES: Key, 
Jones, Ahumada, Gordon, Vaquera, Quintana, Johnson; NOES: None; ABSTAIN: 
None) 

 
B. Mayor's Youth Advisory Council 2019 Teen Leadership Summit - Tammy 

Wilkerson 
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Community Services Supervisor, Sergio Barragan, introduced Community Services 
Coordinator Tammy Wilkerson to provide a report on Mayor’s Youth Advisory Council 
2019 Teen Leadership Summit. 

 
The City of Fontana, Community Services Department’s Mayor’s Youth Advisory 
Council (MYAC) in partnership with the Fontana Unified School District presented the 
annual Teen Leadership Summit (TLS) which focused on college and workforce 
readiness, anti-bullying, and emerging teen trend education as well as parenting 
support and education on Saturday, February 16, 2019, at Summit High School.  

 
A total of 400 people were in attendance, which consisted of 351 youth and 49 adults.  

 
Over the last six months, the MYAC members developed, coordinated and 
implemented this year’s event including confirming the location, determining event 
topics, identifying speakers, organizing resource vendors, and event set-up and 
decorations. 
 
The event program included a welcome from Superintendent Randal Bassett, Family 
and Community Engagement Director, Michael Garcia, and Summit High School’s 
Principal Renee Castanon, and an address from Mayor Acquanetta Warren. 
 
The keynote speaker was Anthony Alexander, a Fontana teen aspiring musical 
entertainment artist and cast member of the NBC’s hit television show The Voice, 
Season 13.  
 
There was a Resource Fair that provided health and wellness, community groups, and 
college and career information resources including Mothers Against Drunk Driving 
(MADD), Reach Out, WeTip, Love4Life, American Lung Association, Impact Teen 
Drivers, Empowering Success Now, Social Action Corps (SAC) Health System Crime 
Survivor Services, Chaffey College, Cal Poly Pomona, University of California 
Riverside, Cal State University San Bernardino, Crafton Hills College, Fontana Police 
Department, Fontana Police Explorers, Fontana Park Aquatics Center, Jessie Turner 
Health & Fitness Community Center, Healthy Fontana, Art Depot Gallery, Mobile 
Recreation, City of Perris Youth Advisory Council, and City of Rancho Cucamonga 
Youth Advisory Council. 
 
Interactive workshops were offered for both youth and parents in attendance. The 
workshops offered included Workforce Readiness, Don’t Bull-little, Be Big, Tomorrow 
Needs You, Be Kind to Your Body, and Stress and Resilience of Parenting, 

 
The event concluded with a raffle with prizes donated by local community businesses 
including Menchie’s, Starbucks, Olive Garden, Cardenas and Fiesta Village. 

 
Event survey results show that 93% of participants were satisfied or very satisfied with 
the event; 93% of participants found the workshop content very valuable and 88% 
would recommend the event to their peers. 
The Mayor’s Youth Advisory Council continues to be a group of outstanding youth 
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leaders of the community through their impressive determination, teamwork, 
communication, creativity and innovation. 
 
Secretary Vaquera spoke on the number of participants; staff will continue to work 
with FUSD parent outreach to promote the event.   
 
Commissioner Gordon spoke on the excellent job on teen leadership, staff’s ability to 
see the big picture and bringing in other cities, and thanked the donors for making the 
project happen. 
 
ACTION: Motion was made by Vice Chairperson Ahumada, seconded by 
Commissioner Jones, and passed by a vote of 7-0 to accept and file the staff report. 
(AYES: Key, Jones, Ahumada, Gordon, Vaquera, Quintana, Johnson; NOES: None; 
ABSTAIN: None) 

 
C. CIP REVIEW 2019/2020 - LYNN ROGERS 
 

Resource Budget Officer Lynn Rogers provided a report on the Capital Improvement 
Program (CIP) Preliminary Budget and Determination of Consistency with the General 
Plan's "Conservation, Open Space, and Parks and Trails" and recommended that the 
Parks, Community and Human Services Commission review and approve the Fiscal 
Year 2019/2020 Capital Improvement Program Preliminary Budget. 
 
ACTION: Motion was made by Secretary Vaquera, seconded by Commissioner 
Quintana, and passed by a vote of 7-0 to approve staff’s recommendation. (AYES: 
Key, Jones, Ahumada, Gordon, Vaquera, Quintana, Johnson; NOES: None; 
ABSTAIN: None) 

 
D. Healing Grove Memorials At San Sevaine Park 
 

Public Works Manager Dan West provided the staff report.  
 
Commissioner Key asked if there had been any discussion on this item before the 
Parks, Community and Human Services Commission; there had not. 
 
Commissioner Gordon asked how the layout was decided; Incredible Edibles worked 
with family and staff identified the two areas as most open areas. 
 
Commissioner Jones asked if there had been any community surveys; there had not. 
 
Discussion was held on who would have been responsible for bringing this item before 
the Parks, Community and Human Services Commission, layout, and surveys; there 
had not been any previous policy on any of those items and no action since then. 
 
Director Nelson shared that in February, the City Council indicated its expectation that 
the Parks, Community and Human Services Commission should review park projects, 
modifications to parks and new parks.  Public Works and Community Development 
staff will bring all future park projects to Parks, Community and Human Services 
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Commission for review in the future. 
 

Genevieve Tovar spoke on the San Bernardino massacre that occurred on December 
2, 2015; and the symbol of the groves in the community.  
 
Erica Porteons spoke on her family’s civil service to the community; the effect the loss 
of her sister had on her and her family; and the symbol of the groves in the community. 
 
Hiwet Haile spoke on the effect of the loss of her husband, Isaac Amanios, had on her 
and her family; and the help the healing groves provide her and her family. 
 
Mary Petit provided some context for the healing groves; spoke on the different cities’ 
permitting process; and the need to provide trees as a living memorial in honor of the 
victims of the San Bernardino massacre; mentioned Edible Gardens would maintain 
the gardens even after the grant ran out (3 years)..  
 
Denay Harris expressed condolences to the families and spoke in opposition to the 
process for how the healing groves came about, where they were placed, the lack of 
public notice, lack of permits, and lack of community involvement.  Ms. Harris spoke 
on her family’s civil service and tragedies and not being able to do a memorial for 
everyone on public property that was already established. Ms. Harris is angry that 
nothing can be done about it now.   
 
City Clerk Lewis stated that written communication was received in support of the 
healing groves.  
 
Discussion was held on the healing groves being built with no permits and waived 
fees.  
 
Discussion was held on the memorials being installed with no consideration by Parks, 
Community and Human Services Commission; there is no policy in the city that makes 
it a requirement for something like this to go forward. 
 
Discussion was held on the Parks, Community and Human Services Commission now 
reviewing all park projects; Manager West will bring the information forward. 
 
Discussion was held on how tall the groves will grow; Manager West indicated they 
will grow about 25-30 feet and will be managed with pruning and trimming. The 
footprint of the memorial will not expand. 
 
Discussion was held on how many parks there are near San Sevaine Park; Manager 
West indicated there are three with Hunter’s Ridge Park being the closest.  Also 
nearby are Coyote Canyon Park - a 12 acre park with open space, picnic shelter and 
recreation area; Fontana Park - a 35 acre park with open space, but no shelters; 
Rosena East and Rosena West parks – 15 acres, with shelters, playgrounds, 
restrooms, and open space.   
 
Discussion was held on how many memorial parks there are in Fontana; out of 45 
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parks, only Veteran’s Park has a memorial; and there is a Memorial Rose Garden near 
the Pacific Electric Trail.  
 
Discussion was held on the process for those memorial parks.   
 
Discussion was held on any negative feedback received for any of the other memorials 
in other parks; staff was not aware of any negative comments or feedback. 
 
Commissioner Jones spoke on the Parks, Community and Human Services 
Commission’s role in the community for increasing community; and as a community 
we want to honor those lost and those experiencing loss, when tragedies happen, we 
really together as a community. There are 45 parks that residents can go to, many in 
close vicinity and he sees no gain in undoing such a beautiful monument to honor and 
respect those we lost.  Commissioner Jones spoke on maybe not having enough 
memorials in Fontana, and thinking about how we can honor people and bring the 
community together. 
 
Commissioner Gordon spoke on understanding the desire to have input from the 
community; but, to honor the victims, no changes should be made to what we have 
now, but there should be policy on how we proceed. 
 
Commissioner Vaquera spoke on visiting the park and conducting a personal survey 
of those visiting the park and he received no negative feedback. Commissioner 
Vaquera spoke on the events of December 2 affecting more than just the immediate 
family of the victims; it affected the whole community and country. Commissioner 
Vaquera understands not being able to build monuments for everybody, and wishes 
there was no reason to build memorials, but it was not previously required for the 
Parks, Community and Human Services Commission to look into it; but now, we will 
look into the process and how to improve it. 
 
Commissioner Johnson spoke on surveying citizens to get their input. 
 
Chairperson Key spoke on being a retired public servant and moving forward; the 
memorials are already there, we cannot disturb what is already in place. 
 
ACTION: Motion was made by Key, seconded by Gordon, and passed by a vote of 7-
0 to accept and file the staff report and to request that any changes, any 
improvements, any renovations, any additions, to any city park, recreational facility, 
any city service area that is under the jurisdiction of this commission be brought before 
the Commission prior to approval.  (AYES: Key, Jones, Ahumada, Gordon, Vaquera, 
Quintana, Johnson; NOES: None; ABSTAIN: None) 
 
Commissioner Quintana thanked the audience for coming to speak. 

 
COMMUNICATIONS: 
 
A. COMMISSION COMMENTS 
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Commissioner Ahumada extended condolences to the families that were affected by 
the tragic loss and the reassurance that this memorial has created a positive impact 
in their lives. 

 
Commissioner Ahumada thanked staff for always providing enough information to go 
forth with issues like this. 
 
Commissioner Ahumada wished Rob Bock a happy birthday. 
  
Commissioner Ahumada attended the Veteran’s Resource and Health Fair. 
 
Commissioner Ahumada attended the Special Olympics games. 
 
Commissioner Vaquera spoke on the families for being here and hearing both sides 
of the issue. 
 
Commissioner Vaquera spoke on the right to expressing our opinion without belittling 
someone else’s pain and suffering. 
 
Commissioner Vaquera thanked staff for providing the reports and the avenue for 
looking into next projects; and processes changing. 
 
Commissioner Vaquera requested tonight’s meeting be adjourned in memory of his 
friend, Manuel Martinez. 
 
Commissioner Jones spoke on his childhood memories of the Fontana Days Parade 
and reliving those memories at every Fontana Days Parade; and it also helps him face 
the fact that Fontana is now a big city, but still a small town.  
 
Commissioner Jones spoke on the memorial helping us keep that small town DNA. 
 
Commissioner Jones spoke on sports events, classes, and the senior center helps us 
keep that small town feel.  
 
Commissioner Jones encouraged everyone to come out to the Fontana Days 
celebration.  
 
Commissioner Jones commended Stan Clark on the Special Olympics celebration. 
 
Commissioner Jones is proud to be a part of Fontana and this commission.  
 
Commissioner Jones thanked staff and leadership for all they do. 
 
Commissioner Jones commended Tammy for doing well on her staff report tonight. 
 
Commissioner Quintana thanked everyone that came out tonight; their messages 
were heard and heartfelt. 
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Commissioner Gordon thanked those that came out and the importance of community 
input. 
 
Commissioner Gordon spoke on sympathizing with those that spoke on the perceived 
reduction of usage at San Sevaine Park with and the importance of memorials to 
citizens of our community and hopes that we can move forward together. 
 
Commissioner Gordon attended the Mayor’s Youth Teen Leadership and spoke on 
the duty to develop future leaders. 
 
Commissioner Gordon missed having an employee of the month. 
 
Commissioner Johnson visited memorials and encouraged the community to give 
feedback. 
 
Commissioner Johnson encouraged everyone to attend the Relay for Life event. 
 
Commissioner Johnson wished his daughter a happy 4th birthday. 
 
Commissioner Johnson spoke on connecting and contributing to the community to 
create a better community. 
 
Chairperson Key spoke in respect and fairness to public commentator who opposed 
the memorial; it lets us know as a growing, lucrative, enterprising city, we want to 
ensure that as we grow and make these renovations/changes to existing infrastructure 
and land, it is important to include the community before these things occur. Cannot 
argue with the significance of a memorial, but also have to take into account the 
residents of the area. This discussion will be taken back to City Council so it does not 
happen again.  
 

B. COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT COMMENTS 
 

Community Services Director Nelson spoke on having a very dynamic evening and 
appreciates the Commission for taking the time to visit the site, ask questions and 
engage the public at the sites.  
 
Director Nelson is committed to clarifying a review process for modifying parks and 
facilities.  
 
Director Nelson spoke on the upcoming park tour providing a great opportunity to see 
facilities not seen before and talk about upcoming enhancements. 
 
Director Nelson spoke on next month’s busy agenda. 
 
Community Services Manager Wright reminded the community about camp 
registration and encouraged residents to register.   
 
Manager Wright spoke on Fontana Walks having over 5 billion steps in 18 months   
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and the next Walk is on May 18, 2019, at the Mary Vagle Nature Center. 
 

Manager Wright wished all moms a happy mother day. 
 
Manager Wright wished Rob Bock a happy birthday. 
 
Community Services Manager Samples wished Rob Bock a happy heart day. 
 
Manager Samples invited everyone to the performance of Little Mermaid May 3-4, 
2019, at Center Stage Theater. 
 
Manager Samples thanked the Fontana After School Program and Garner Holt 
productions for STEAM presentations. 
 
Manager Samples thanked Fontana Unified School District for the support of the Teen 
Leadership Summit. 
 
Manager Samples spoke on swim Lesson registrations beginning on May 11, 2019. 
 
Manager Samples spoke on the Car Show being held on May 3, 2019. 
 
Manager Samples spoke on the poolside concert on May 10, 2019, at Fontana Park. 
 
Manager Samples spoke on the Pajama Paint Night. 
 
Manager Samples wished Manager Michael Wright an early happy heart day. 
 
Public Works Manager West wished Rob Bock a happy birthday. 
 
Manager West thanked everyone that came out to speak on the San Sevaine Park 
memorials and looks forward to a better review process to avoid situations like this in 
the future. 
 
Secretary Vaquera asked for support of cancer research and Relay for life. 
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ADJOURNMENT: 
 
By consensus, the meeting was adjourned at 8:54 p.m. in memory of Manuel Martinez to 
the Community Services Facilities Tour to be held on April 27, 2019, at 8:00 a.m. at the Art 
Depot, 16822 Spring Street, Fontana, California; then to the next Regular 
Parks, Community and Human Services Commission Meeting on Thursday, May 23, 
2019.  A Workshop will be held at 5:30 PM in the City Hall Executive Conference Room 
and the Regular Meeting at 7:00 PM in the Grover W. Taylor Council Chambers located 
at 8353 Sierra Avenue, Fontana, California. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ysela Aguirre 
Boards and Commissions Secretary 
 
 
 
THE FOREGOING MINUTES WERE APPROVED BY THE PARKS AND COMMUNITY SERVICES 
COMMISSION ON THE 23rd DAY OF MAY 2019. 
 
 
 
 

 
Germaine Key 
Chairperson 
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